
NEWSLETTER

The students had a chance to visit the
Nemato township and see all the
different organizations/projects that
Stenden is involved with. They got to see
the whole township setup, how the
people live and the impact that Stenden
projects have on the daily lives of the
local people. 

As always, Mr. Mzameli Dikeni held a brief
introduction session to Community
Development with the students. He explained
in detail what Community Development is and
the role and impact that Stenden South Africa
has on the local community. He touched on all
the types of organizations/NPO’s that we work
with.                                       

 This talk is crucial to help the students identify
and know the organizations so they can choose
which one they will be working with. They get
to hear all the do’s and don’ts and what is
expected from them.

THE NEWS

The arrival process went very smoothly,
and the students showed eagerness to
get out and see the town of Port Alfred.
The introduction of a new students’
WhatsApp group made things very easy
for the students to navigate through the
campus and the town. From the first day
they were already exploring. 

The Arrival Process

Community Development 
talk

The Township Tour



All the different groups of students visited
organisations/projects so that they can choose
which one they want to work with for their
different assignments. The groups are namely
Creative Communities, Social Work and
Entrepreneurship. Accompanied by Zuko
Mangele the Community Development
Assistant, they had the opportunity to get 1 on 1
conversation with the coordinators of the
different organizations. 

It is very important that we show them the
township so they can also see how privileged
and lucky they are to have grown up differently
and in that way they show appreciation to life
in general.

The Township Tour 
Continued

The Projects Visit 

Ingubo



All the different groups of students visited
organisations/projects so that they can choose
which one they want to work with for their
different assignments. The groups are namely
Creative Communities, Social Work and
Entrepreneurship. Accompanied by Zuko
Mangele the Community Development
Assistant, they had the opportunity to get 1 on 1
conversation with the coordinators of the
different organizations. 

Robert Veenstra 
Entrepreneurship Centre 

Enkuthazweni Special
Needs Centre 

Siyazama Educare Centre

Nomzamo Senior
Secondary School

“Remember that Hope is a
Powerful Weapon even when

all else is lost...”
 Nelson Mandela



The SAPS has a unit called Family Violence, Child
Protection and Sexual Offences Unit (FCS) and
they deal with cases of all sorts of abuse towards
children and women. The social work students
spent some time with Mrs. Tele, who is the lead
detective in the unit.

 

Guest Lectures

Each minor group had several guest lectures
throughout the module, and the Social Work
students had several visits for their research
on Women and child abuse and Gender Based
Violence (GBV) in SA. They visited the local
Child Welfare and spoke to professional Social
Workers on the issue. They had the chance to
ask all the relevant questions.

Mr. Lubabalo Ngcolomba of Heartlines (Men’s
Ministries) he also sat down with students and
shared a light on some of the many issues that
men face in the society. The students had the
chance to interact with him and find out as much
as they could.

"There is no power for
change greater than a

community discovering
what it cares about." 

Margaret J Wheatley

https://www.saps.gov.za/contacts/keydetail.php?id=121


Creative Communities 
The group had the chance to visit Assumption
Development Centre in Joza, Makhanda. They
met with co-ordinators Masonwabe Nduna
and Madoda who basically run the Centre,
they got to hear in detail what the Centre
offers to the community of Makhanda. The
organization plays a key role in the
development of the Makhanda township
economy.

The Hike
Together with Mr. Mzameli Dikeni, the students
participated in a hike held by Healing Horses
Trails. The funds raised from the hikes supports
the Therapeutic Riding Centre which provides
therapeutic and recreational horse-riding
activities for people living with disabilities.



We collaborated with Stenden Creative Community students’ end of term event so that we can reach
more boys, talk to and assist them so that they can make life choices that lead to their improved skills.
The Centre offered activities that they like such as:
·  Academic support -to improve school performances.
·  Backyard gardens -to promote healthy lifestyle.
·  Sport in change -to promote healthy and active lifestyle through sport and encourage discipline.
·  Art and Crafts -to bring out their talents and improve their skills development.
The event was successful as The Centre managed to reach more boys Many came and registered as EDC
beneficiaries, so now the numbers have increased.
 

Entandweni Development
Centre

BOY CHILD CHAMPIONING CHANGE-EVENT
The above-mentioned organisation had a challenge
of not reaching as many boy children as we would
like, as we have more girls coming to our program. 

Events 

The Social Work students held a workshop at
Stenden South Africa based on their research.
They invited local organizations to participate,
They worked with The White Door Centre of
Hope for rape and abuse victims, Siyazama
Educare Centre, Heartlines



Ingubo Soccer Tournament- this was a way of
creating rather having an awareness program
were boys not only from the Centre but from the
whole community of Nemato came together and
had a soccer tournament. But as much as it was
a soccer tournament but it was also a way of
creating awareness platforms for the children
where posters were made on the dangers of
drugs and alcohol, the importance of not
indulging/getting themselves involved in drugs
and ways of avoiding drugs

Ingubo Childrens Haven 
The children from Ingubo Children's Haven are
children from vulnerable backgrounds where
they face and deal with social ills affecting
them specifically GBV , Drugs and Alcohol
abuse. The centre has a program called Boys
Championing Change. The project/ program is
specifically for boys where they are groomed
from a young age by having Mentors and talks
to how they could stay away from drugs and
alcohol.

Another goal of the tournament was to recruit
more boys to be part of the Ingubo Children,
which was a great success.

 

The Winners of the soccer tournament



Siyazama Educare Centre

The event took place at a Church next to the
centre. The students invited their fellow
students from Stenden, parents and local
community members. The kids performed
several different activities such as, singing,
dancing and educational games. 
 

The event was a success and the  organizers Isa,
Levy and Deddy had their hands full. They
thanked everyone for their involvement in the
event.



Nomzamo, the oldest school in the community,
welcomes children from every age, background,
and financial status. Around the school, there is
an atmosphere of hope, where teachers,
students and staff are working towards a
brighter future. Unfortunately, they struggle with
a lack of resources. Can you imagine a regular
classroom filled with 50 students? This is what
they face daily. Further, a lack of nutritious food,
a library and computer lab, as well as a general
meeting place for the students is missing. By
renovating the tuck shop located within the
school, the idea is to establish a positive
cashflow which will help them invest in better
facilities in the future. The project team of the
minor Social Entrepreneurship of Stenden
created a renovating plan, business plan and
execution plan to make sure the tuck shop will be
stable and generates a consistent income for the
school. For this renovation plan, multiple
fundraisers are organized. One is organized
online, for the people from our own home to
contribute to our project and one is organized
within the school. The students of Nomzamo
have done their very best to make this fundraiser
a success. By doing this, we hope to empower
the students to fundraise or organize any type of
event by themselves in the future. All-in-all, we
have made a great start with the tuck shop
project, while involving the students and staff
right from the start so that they can pick it up
and build further on it after we leave. Eventually,
we hope that with this tuck shop the school will
obtain a positive income and that will help the
students to be nourished and to flourish.

Nomzamo Senior Secondary
School



Enkuthazweni Disabled 
Children Project

Working together with the students from
Stenden Creative Community, they assisted
our organization in implementing our social
inclusion initiative as our children in the
organization are discriminated against in our
schools and communities. 
I also learnt the importance and strength of
communication and team work as
implementing the project required a lot of
communication and all parties to work
together for the good of the children. The
event that was hosted by the students was
also a success as the children were happily
participating in all the activities. There were
refreshments that kept everyone active and
eager to participate. 
Overall, the event was a success, transport
was available, refreshments were available,
and the students made sure that everyone
was entertained and kept busy.
We appreciate the students and hope to work
with them soon. Well wishes to the students
on their studies.



The Heart that Keeps
 on Giving

Mrs. Veliswa Baliti of Veliswa Aftercare
couldn’t believe her eyes when the school
material and equipment she needed were
finally delivered and handed over by Mr.
Mzameli Diken. The funds were raised by a
volunteer at her after school program. The
student was happy to see the material was
received by Mrs. Baliti.

Siyazama Educare Centre
The centre also didn’t believe their eyes when
two of our students who worked with them
surprised them with a much-needed laptop for
admin purposes. The Centre will now be able to
capture documentation they need using the
laptop.

Entandweni Development
Centre

The centre received a generous donation of Sport
equipment, Grocery voucher, Bluetooth Speaker,
Second hand clothes, Stationery and underwears
From Koen, Marriet, Emma



Enkuthazweni received a swing and a soccer
ball for the children to stay active from
Stenden Creative Communities students. 
            

Enkuthazweni Disabled
Children Project

Alexandria Community
Nontobeko Nkwinti, CDW Cogta, Alexandria
received clothes from the donation made by
Stenden South Africa students, her role is to also
find family who are in need of the clothes

Lending a Helping Hand 

Bathurst Community
The ward councillor Mr. Mzwandile Sweli received
clothes donated by Stenden South Africa
students. The councillor will in return find
suitable and needy families that will appreciate
the donation.

NPO Capacity Building
Stenden South Africa Community Development Office
had the pleasure of hosting The National Lotteries
Commission. We invited local NPO’s for the workshop
and the aim was for local NPO’s to get more
information about the funding application process.
The representatives gave a full-on presentation on
how to apply, the do’s and don’ts, the criteria they use
etc. Local NPO’s had a lot of questions, and they were
all answered.



             Organizations  Amount  Group of students 

 New Rest preschool  R22 544.16  Social entrepreneurship 

     Enkuthazweni   R12 937.46   Creative communities   

                             Ingubo  R21793,46  
Social Entrepreneurship 

Creative Communities  

                 Enkuthazweni  R9000  Social Entrepreneurship 

                 Entandweni     R95 00  Creative communities  

And students bought different material needed for this organizations  

 
We hosted two of NHL Stenden colleagues from
the Netherlands, and Mr. Mzameli Dikeni took
them around the township. Whilst in the
township they managed to grab a bite from one
of the local restaurants called Beleza Foods.
Beleza Foods is located deep in the township and
offers a variety of township foods that are loved
by the locals.
 

A Taste of the Township

Fundraising Overview

For Module 2 of 2023 we have raised over R169,178.49 for community partners, and this funds directly
benefit the organization and their beneficiaries.



The drop off weekend is always the hardest weekend for everybody at Stenden. Some students feel
happy they’re going home but sad that they must leave, as they have bonded and shared a lot with the

students and staff who work at Stenden South Africa. They arrived as students and left as family!

Departure 

Thank you for reading, and stay tuned for the Module 3 Newsletter 


